5th November 2009.

Message for the AGM of the Hellenic Primary Care Respiratory Group.




Professor Thys van der Molen, 
Department of General Practice, University of Groningen
Dear all,
As founding president of the IPCRG I would like to congratulate you with the first Annual General Meeting of the Hellenic  Group  of the IPCRG . The International Primary Care Respiratory Group was founded in Cambridge in 2000. I had the honour to be the first president. During the two years that I was president we expanded the group that first consisted of  6 countries to more than 25 countries. In all these countries enthousistic primary care Physicians started to work together with the aim to improve primary care respiratory medicine and by doing so to improve the lives of patients with respiratory disease.  
The IPCRG is founded to support your work and to offer you a platform in order to improve international cooperation. I am delighted to have a special relationship with the Hellenic group. I was invited to several meetings in Greece in order to speak in front of Primary care and Secundary care Physicians about treating patients with asthma and COPD in Primary care. 
Furthermore two of your members dr. Tzanakis and dr Tsiligiani from Heraklion worked one year in our University Medical Centre in Groningen the Netherlands. Together we succeeded to establish a very fruitfull cooperation in asthma and COPD research that results in two new research projects and the adaptation and implementation of a telemedicine supported integrated care model. The integrated care model  includes the support of nurses and secundary care Physicians. This again stresses the importance of not only to work together with other primary Care Physicians but also to work together with Specialists and Nurses. 


I am therefore delighted that the current president of the international secundary care organistion the European Respiratory Sociaty (ERS) personally supports the implementation of the integrated care model.
I think that these kind of direct cooperation models and many other initiatives will in the future enhance the management of patients with asthma and COPD. I hope that your brand new organisation will over a long period be an important instrument to improve the care for patients with asthma and COPD.
I wish you all the best.
Thys van der Molen

